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<

Re:

Dear Mr. Caton:

Notification of Ex Parte Communication
MM Docket Nos. 01-235 and 96-197

This is to advise you, in accordance with Section 1.1206 of the FCC's rules, that on
Tuesday, March 12,2002, John Cottingham, general manager of Media General, Inc.'s WSPA­
TV in Spartanburg, South Carolina met with Commissioner Michael J. Copps. The majority of
the visit was dedicated to a tour of the station's facilities, specifically its technical and news
operations.

Mr. Cottingham also discussed with Commissioner Copps the Comments and Reply
Comments that Media General submitted on December 3, 2001, and February 15,2002,
respectively, in the above-referenced dockets. The discussion involved various issues raised in
Media General's Comments and Reply Comments, including Media General's concern over
recent increases in the cost ofpresenting local newscasts; the company's view that repeal of the
newspaper/broadcast cross-ownership rule will enhance the delivery of local news and
information; the increase in the number ofmedia outlets and the growth ofnew media sources,
such as the Internet, since the rule was adopted; the declining audience shares garnered by local
television newcasts in the Greenville-Spartanburg, SC-Asheville, N.C.-Anderson, SC DMA and
across the nation; declining levels of newspaper circulation; the view that the benefits ofmedia
convergence can only be effectively achieved through common ownership; the experiences of
journalists working in several media at the same time; and the benefits for newsgathering, such
as combined archives, that accrue from common ownership.
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Mr. William F. Caton
March 14,2002
Page 2

The attached material was provided during the course of the meeting. As required by
section 1.1206(b), two copies of this letter are being submitted for each of the above-referenced
dockets.

M. Anne Swanson

Enclosures
cc w/encls. by hand delivery:

The Honorable Michael J. Copps

DCLlB02: 1350944-1
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";--~ Conclusion: Local 6pm news shares have declined over the pasl 11 years from 74 to 57 percenl, or a 23% decrease,

WSPA added the 5p Nell.{oln Nov96
WSPA added the 5:30p ~ews in Feb99
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WSPA (CBS)
WYFF (NBC)
WlOS (ABC)
Total Local News Share

Souroe'Nielse'J

1990
21
30
23
74

1995
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72

2001
16
23
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57
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News~erC"cumuon

64,000,000 -,
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2000

~ Conclusion: Newspaper circulation, bolh Daily and Sunday. have been in decline over Ihe past decade.
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Year
1990
1995
2001

Increase
Source Tva

C.bl~ TV Hou,eholds
Vear
1990
1S95
2001

Increase
SOurtte" Tva

Internet Growth (Hosts)
Vear
1990
1995
2001

Increase
Source. HoObB~' intam9' Timeli(lf}

Tmll~ Spent vnth MedIa

Station.
1.092
1,161
1,290

18.1%

Percent
56.4%
634%
68.0% I

20.6%

Hosts
313,000

4.852,000
93.047,785

297.0%

•
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I
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I

Medium Minutes
Television 253
Newspaper 45

Internet 30
Soutt:e. eruSkJn Audits and Surveys WorldWIde. 2000
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HERR COME THE SUPER JOURNAUSTS
Learn Ne'W Skills Or Face Sume l)(,)wnsizing ofYol.lr OWfl

fly CORY UERGMAN

A W.l-TA-l V REPORTER 15 tryil'1g ra keep h~r deadlines straight Working it big out-ol'-·t()wn court Cl1!il~, htr liv~

~hnts 4lr~ the least uf her worries. Besides (he Spm newscast, :'\he nas (0 file i:l story lor the Tampa rrihune HTld firii~Jt- ­
up il. rcpC1l1er'~ notebook. for WFLA's wcbslte. TBO.com. 1\ fun.aristic: sc~n3rio':) Hurdly. Ja~kie B1:11TOn wa.,.. the
fL-porter,<ltlu it happened a yl:af ago.

Tomorrow's m(l~r suCCC!o:SfllJ juumalist.s will report se<lmle~sly ttCross TV. radio, newspaper.'}. anti tile web. CalJ the
[H;\vbreell. "super juumuJisls": smart. hard-wurking cnf1lmunicators pushed Iu the limit to make rhe mostofl story.
$Upl:f jOl.lrnalis[~ 11<1V( hrO.:1d skill sers. They're ll:chnlcaHy savvy, a whi:.: on !he:- wea anti [all write pl'olicienHy fot' a
variety of mcd iums. They're flexible. QuiCk-thmldng adrenal ine jllnkie~ who know the urgt:ncy of digira.l news 111
the new Cl.:llnomy. Take touay''S typlc:.tl 14-ye3r·oJd. She warch~~ TV, ~urfs thl.: web. ;,:ar·~ instant r!.1es~a~es and t.,j~

on Ihe phorlt: at the same time. Now jl.i~l rtWersc the procc~'i..

But we hil\iC 4 long way~ to go Journalbts are incredibl:y hl1rdhentlcd. Many newspaper joul1'lalists live On one
deadline:l day. ThL-y're convinced lclevision is sloppy and S!Ul5iltional. Meanwhile, proud TV)numnJists be-little
eve-ryone elsc_ "\Ve do TFLEVJSrON," yOIJ can hear them roay, ·\It·~ tht only neW5 medium that REALLY maners."

"The platform of deliv~ry I:" prtJbd..hly The lca~t importanT part ofwhlil we do 311i ,iourntl.lis:ts. and yet it i~ the one
thing that lao many vctemus. want te hold ont<J," ~aid Dan Bradley, VP ofNews ltlT the Media Gcnernl Br('l,adcast
Group, whlcn im:ludes WF1.A- rv "Deep down. rnu~t journalists INlInt their ~tories lo be r~ad by as many peopJe lS.';

possibk With rhat il1 minu, rhen wc ."hould litl be embracing l:Ollvergcl"lce."

Yet tIll': nuts elfH.! bolts arc getting ill the wuy. WhiJc ,.;ome juumalJsls may reeogniz.e the value f1fbroader ex.posuee,
thcy're ollreacJy 5WiUIIPl.:d with work. rdcing longl.'!r hours and a litany of tleadlim's, convergence is becoming a bad
wdrd. "Most medlll compunies n<tvl.: ..er up ti()urnolisL~Jwith very tight I'eponing. editlng dnd prOtJuetion schedules,"
said Mark Thu'J1imer, Futlll'e ofNews Projetl Director lor RTNDF. "from a few re<>ean:h proj<.:cls. we've done, hom
prinl 811c1 broadc:lSI reporter::; ."eem interested In i1lc;reastng rheir skills sets, but it r<1kt:s time, lrairtl(l!:\: and Et

~ignlticljnr commitment Ii-om mllnagem~nt." "w.. nc~d TO rcexJmine OUf priorities. and make sure Ollr

journalisrs Uf(o' using their tim~ effectively." :iaid Headley. "1 think it j::; il1lport.l:I.nt thal sal41ri~s :ire e.stablisht-d that
recognu.c.... the adu;tional skills and WOI'*'. Involved in cre::uillY relevant COntent for multipk r1atforms. This is nul
gumg to happen o'w't.:mighL bUl must happen jf we want our m:wSTooms to be: competitive."

Rut the sm.iU't~S[ j(1urnali~t.s will m:JKe the lirst mav..•. Fl£.hllOg rhe inevit<\bJc: is fooli:;h. Ownership caps arc
loosl.'nJn~. and cOl1solid:uicn 1:'> ki'king into high f',ear Compctcl'tjollrnali~[:'i who lake The torch ofcnnvcrgenclt will
wi!) the hC3lTS 01 lhe rop hrJ.ss. Thmk o[ It as a wide-open opporlunity.

Tl.lkc "NUe, ror gample. Five years 3.£0-, ;t was bJ.a.sphem)' ttl suggC:'it il :Single NBC corn:spnndcnt wouJd rattlc off
ilve shol~ for MSNRC while \.\Iorking on a <;por fl)r 'Nightly News. Futll,:d by strong management COmrnlUJlcnt, NBC
sr<1n~~ SO"" rc:1izcu the exlr.J. effort paid oJf. The most prouuctiv1.: producer5 and correspondenL"i began winning the
bigse~l stories. The same goes for tomorrow'S converged newsrnom. AssignmerH edItors whn writ\: for the web wjlJ
climb the flewS laducr faster than tbose who ignore: it. TV photosraphers who snap digital phews wiU t;:nd up Jandi.ng
the be-s.t ti'i~ignmcn~. Anchors with strong writing skills will win the opportunity ro write <t newspaper column.
WrilC~ who edir on;:( desklup will catch the cye of lOp management. "( bd ieve a.<; we go down lhe roud a pice:e On
lhi" .1dVt;nture, we will Clune TO the realization Ih.:Lr We are going to have TO rc~trllcture Qllr newsrooms. both
broa",k:asT Clnu print," :,aid Bradley, "Some ufrhe bi,;st learning ~xpcl'lenccs havl: com~ lrom things being tru~d tb:.tt in
[he Pilsljust w¢uJd neve..- have bL'e1l rrictJ."

Nt:w el(pericnces dClll:1Jld an open mind and better tr;Jining. While most whirl' coll;,t emrloy~t''i ,n today'':i ccollnmy
have scrambled to learn new sk.ills anu take on a fresh 4Ilprouch. mO:iljournliliro desperately~. foolishly - hold em
fo the PIiSt. Btu a new et:onomic reality h:.IS arriveu. ConsolidaTion l.~ here to stilY. News(Oon1S rhat ignore
COJlvngencc WIll SOon find if diftiCtllllo defend a big coverage stolf{ Airing a SlOlY once doc5n"t jusLify irs Cost
l:l.nymon;. H'." riIlll.: to rejnvcm ourselves or confrollt som~ l.!uwnsizing of Our own. "rfrherc i.'i one single piece or
advice [ would utfer tQ ,\ newsroom Ttktt is faced with d~v~lopiIlg 3. reiali0l1ship with J new platfclfIrI. it would he
dOll't be afraid tl) filii," said Bradley, "Fear oUaiture keeps tile creatIvity nl;~ded 10 be succe~sfilJ bolt(ed up."
And don'! {{lrgef, the 'iupcr jouflIuli."to; an: coming. They'H COVer the biggest stories. win the hirgeSf audieUL:c:'i and.
cam the- moc:r muneY;1( Iwict the spc~d Are yuu ready fnr [h~ll1?

. .

MAR-12-2002 11:51 9'7% P.1<l7
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(864) 587-4495
Fax: (864) 587-5428

hllp:llwww.newscnanneI7onJinc.com

A Media General Station
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The Future of News is Here

ThE" me-dia world is changing and that explains why the world's

media need a Newsplex. Located in the capital city of Columbia.

South Carolina. USA, NewspleK is a prototype. micro-newsroom

that wilt help journalists find better ways "to gathjOr and dissemillate
information.

NewspleJil is the resull of a unique partnership between Ifra, the

world's leading association for ml!'dia publishing based in Oarmstadt,

Germany, and the UnIversity of South Carolina, the state's 2oo-year.
old flagship institution.

Newsplek will train Ifra members and other media professionals as

well as siudents from the University'S College of 10urnalism and Mass

Communications. Through its Affiliate program, the knowledge

acquired In cr05s·medla newsgathering will be shared worldwide

with universities and professional organizations.

A Directorate af some of the world's leadlns: news and technology­

companies will guide its work. No one can predict the future of news

technology, but one thing is certain. it can be found in the N~plex

at the University of South Carolina.

~ ,

f"ft ~'~c.<;e.~•.. ...,O1I.,,'lon'

.~(MOUNA

Where the Futures of Journalism
and News Technology Intersect
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